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U-S. Patent and Trademark Office 
MS Amendment 


(703) 872-9306 





From: Karen R. Zachow, Ph.D. - Reg. No. 46332 Date: April 25, 2005 



Number of pages with cover page: 4 



Originals or had copy will got follow. 



Preparer of this slip has confirmed that facsimile number given is correct: 
If you do not receive all pages, please caB (858) 720-7972 as soon as possible. 

CAimON - CONFIDENTIAL 

If your receipt of this transmission is in error, please notify this firm immediately by collect call to 
sender at (858) 72CV-7972 and send the original transmission to us by return mail at the address below. 

This facsimile contains confidential information which may also be privileged. Unless you are the 
addressee (or authorized to receive for the addressee), yew may not copy, use, or distribute it If you 
have received it in error, please advise Morrison & Foerster LLP immediately by telephone or facsimile 
and return it promptly by mail. 



Comments: 

ATTORNEY DOCKET: 


322732000401 


GROUP ART UNIT: 


1648 


EXAMINER: 


B.Li 


SERIAL NO.: 


10/028,172 


FILING DATE: 


December 21, 2001 


INVENTORY): 


Yoichi TAKAHAMA et al. 


TITLE: 


DIAGNOSTIC REAGENT FOR HEPATITIS C VIRUS 




INFECTION 


Papas attached: 




1. Transmittal (1 page) 




2. Response to Restriction Requirement (2 pages) 



SD-256749 



IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL OF THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL 
GRACE YU AT (558) 72IV7972 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

APR 2 5 2005 



Docket No.: 32273200O4OI 
(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Yoichi TAKAHAMA et al. 

Application No.: 1CV028.172 Group Art Unit: 1648 

Filed: December 21, 2001 Examiner B. Li 

For DIAGNOSTIC REAGENT FOR HEPATITIS C 
VIRUS INFECTION 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed 
March 23, 2005 in the above-identified application. Hie deadline for response is April 25, 2005 
(April 23rd being a Saturday). Accordingly, this response is timely filed. 

Claims 31-43, 51, and 55-57 are pending in this application. Restriction has been 
required as between the following allegedly distinct groups of inventions: Group I (claims 32-35); 
Group II (claims 37-38(i)>; Group HI (claims 37-38(ii)); Group IV (claims 37-38(iii)>; and Group V 
(claim 39). Claims 36 and 40-43 arc designated as linking inventions of Groups II-HI and IV-V. 

Applicants hereby elect Group I, with traverse. Applicants note that claims all involve 
combinations of HCV antigens and thus, the claims do not present an undue search burden. Also, 

sd-252701 



I htrefay certify thai ftte conp g iJOmiBflO& t> b6tnQ itcskrrito l/aramlttad to MS 
Araandtoent Patent** Tndmrt Oflte. tacsimfena 
on ttw *tt&B shown Mtow, 



Doted: AprH 26. 2006 Signature: 
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Application No.: 10/028.172 



Docket No,: 322732000401 



the restriction requirement appears to omit pending claims 31, 51 , 55 f 56, and 57. Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 31, 51, and 56 should be included in elected Group L 



application claiming priority from this application. 

Applicants request reconsideration of the restriction requirement and examination of the 
elected subject matter on the merits- 



Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, Applicant petitions for any 
required relief including extensions of rime and authorize the Commissioner to charge the cost of 
such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No- 33-1952 referencing 322732000401, However, the Commissioner is not au&orized to 
charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account 

Dated: April 25, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 



Applicants expressly reserve their right under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to file a divisional 
application directed to the nonelected subject matter during the pendency of this application, or an 



In the unlikely event that the transmittal form is separated from this document and the 
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MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
381 1 Valley Centre Drive, Suite 500 
San Diego, California 92130-2332 
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